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periodic visitations of the plague. If to avoid that kind of plague, which after all may be a cleansing process, we should have to maintain an army of doctors and starve ourselves to pay for them, we would far rather have the cleansing process. Take the occasional inroads of tigers and lions. Would we submit to the erection of castles and fortresses at the expense of millions of rupees rather than fight the beasts straight and take the risks? Pardon me, we are not such a nation of absolute cowards who would always run away from risk. Better that we were wiped off the face of the earth than remain alive sustained by foreign bayonets. No, you must trust us to know how to patch up our quarrels and to deal with invasions. India, which has survived many invasions, and showed a culture and a civilization unsurpassed by any on earth, need not be pitied and kept in cotton-wool.
Young India, 19-11-1931
173.    SPEECH AT INDIAN MAJLIS
CAMBRIDGE, November /, 1931
The attitude of the delegates to the Round Table Conference was not representative of the attitude of the people of India If the Round Table Conference failed, civil resistance would certainly be revived in India It would not occur immediately Civil resistance was a movement under control and would be revived only after the Congress had formally decided to do so after due consideration.
So said Mr Gandhi speaking at a meeting of the Indian Majlis at Cambridge.
Mr. Gandhi recalled that he addressed the Majlis in 19081.
In reply to a question, Mr Gandhi said that his solution was the Congress solution, but as that was unacceptable to the Muslims, he proposed either private arbitration or arbitration by a judicial tribunal If those two alternatives were not accepted, only tune could produce a settlement
Failure to effect a settlement of the Punjab question arose from common distrust among Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims. He warned the hearers against exaggerating the importance of the Punjab question 2
Don't think that paralysis has possessed the Hindu, Muslim and Sikh masses in India. Had it been the case, I should not
lfThis seems to be an en or for 1909, when Gandhyi visited Britain as member of a deputation.
2 What follows has been extracted from Mahadev Desai's "London Letter" published in Young